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A Korean view of current
situation

3y Stan Smith posted on April 11, 2013

Stan Smith is an anti-war and Latin America solidarity activist in Chicago
who recently returned from a trip to the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea. (stansfieldsmith@yahoo.com) Below are excerpts from an interview he
did with his Korean tour guide. See the full interview at workers.org.

Has the DPRK made proposals for reunification?

In our history we proposed three principles for reunification: that the North
and South unite the country independently of foreign forces, that we
reunify peacefully, and that we work together over the years to create the
unity of the whole nation.

Our historic option is a federal republic: a central government concerned
only with national defense and diplomacy, and two local governments,
North and South, handling all other issues.

But recently the situation on the peninsula is deteriorating. There are no
signs of resolving the issue. If South Korean provocations continue, war will
break out and we are prepared to fight. Because the situation has
deteriorated, that is why we invalidated the 1953 ceasefire agreement. What
we need is a permanent peace treaty, so there will be no more war danger.

Now there is no contact between North and South. Now there are no phone
lines between North and South, there is no hotline.

Now the U.S. and South Korea plan is that the DPRK will collapse. The
situation continues to deteriorate. They are playing a dangerous game.

Japan is also very hostile. The present government is very right wing. It is
trying to build a strong military using “dangerous” DPRK as a pretext to
justify turning its self-defense force into a regular army. Not only the DPRK,
but many Asian countries are concerned with this right-wing Japanese
resurgence.

The American people should ask the U.S. government to change its hostile
policy. Make America aware of the real situation in the Korean peninsula.
Ask the American government to sign a peace treaty and push for
diplomatic ties with the DPRK.

Why did the DPRK develop a nuclear homb?

Koreans had to deal with the reality of nuclear weapons before. Many
thousands of Koreans were used as slave labor by the Japanese in World
War II, and many of these were forced labor workers in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki when the U.S. dropped the atomic bomb.

Later, in the U.S. war in Korea, U.S. General MacArthur wanted to drop 50-70
atomic bombs along the China-Korea border to create a belt of land people
cannot live on or cross.

Later in the Pueblo incident in 1968, when the DPRK captured a U.S. spy ship
in our waters, President Johnson sent aircraft carriers with nuclear
weapons to Korea. And in 1969 when the U.S. E-C spy plane was shot down
over our territory, the U.S. again threatened us with a nuclear attack.
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The “Team Spirit” U.S.-South Korea war exercises from the 1970s to the
1990s practiced with using nuclear bombs.

The DPRK joined the International Atomic Energy Agency and became a
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty member in 1985. We wanted to develop
cooperation in the field of nuclear energy. Our purpose for joining was to be
safe from nuclear attack. But the threat has continued.

In 1994 with our agreement with the U.S., we froze our nuclear program. In
exchange, President Clinton and the U.S. promised to supply us with a light
water reactor. As we now know, Clinton only made those promises because
the U.S. thought the DPRK would collapse, and so did not need to honor the
agreement. We allowed nuclear inspections until 1999, to show that our
nuclear power was only for peaceful purposes. The U.S. broke the
agreement in 2002 under Bush, and we resumed using our nuclear power
plant.

The Yugoslav war showed us that we need to defend ourselves. We learned
that the U.S. has no justice, no fairness. The U.S. respects only power. So the
DPRK developed nuclear weapons to have power.

The DPRK needs to allocate resources to meet people’s needs but must spend
money on nuclear weapons to protect and defend our country. We learned
the lesson in Yugoslavia, Iraq, Afghanistan: be strong.

The DPRK negotiated with the U.S., but the U.S. broke agreements and
increased sanctions five times. When the DPRK would agree to some terms,
the U.S. would raise the ante. The U.S. had said we cannot have nuclear
power, because we could use it for bombs. We cannot have satellites
because the missiles we send them into space with can be used as military
missiles. They say these things can have dual purpose, one civilian, one
military. They deny us food because they say it can be used to feed the
military. If we Kept going along with this, they would say we cannot have
kitchen knives because we could use them for fighting.

There are slave states and noble states. Noble states develop their own
technological infrastructure, GPS, weather reporting, etc., so need satellites.
These days satellites are used for many things. If your country doesn’t have
your own technology, you end up a slave state, dependent on other
countries. Noble countries are in control of their own development and
have a future.

Maybe without nuclear weapons we could already have been attacked by
the U.S. in a war. Now our people can live more peacefully. The people of the
DPRK are proud we have nuclear weapons, they are a guarantee of peace.
Only we on our own can safeguard the peace.

The U.S. has over 1,000 nuclear weapons in South Korea — nuclear artillery,
nuclear missiles, nuclear bombs, nuclear landmines.

The DPRK has called for a nuclear-free Korean peninsula, but this call has
been ignored. Now that we saw no choice but to develop nuclear weapons to
defend ourselves, we are sanctioned. This is a double standard insulting to
our people.

00000

Share this

« Previous article Next article —

Print issue returns Downloadable PDF

Workers World Party

Unite our class to
fight COVID-19

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Workers
‘World suspended printing and mailing
of the newspaper on March 19. We have
continued publishing articles on

MUNDO OBRERD *=amiis

WORKERS WORLD >

editorial

WoERS woris . R

thire Memphis Starl)yflfs 7

Lroumaiy Lagas
Editorials

Europe

Global

Human needs before profits
Im/migrants and Refugees

Latin America & the Caribbean
LGBTQ2+ liberation

Middle East

Mundo Obrero

Prisons: tear them down

Racism and Self-Determination
Revolutionary Theory and Practice
Sports, Arts and Culture

Stop imperialist war and occupation
Top

U.S. and Canada

Women and oppressed genders
Workers unite!

Workers World Party

Youth and Students

I WW books

[

Generals over the White House
I Archives

Select Month v

Contact Info

Follow us! National Office

[\ b= 147 W. 24th St. 2nd FL.

WORKERS WURI: ;}

workers.org

New York, NY 10011




United fight against
racat schoo cosures

WORKERS mlm:?

editorial

PDF of February 3
issue

PDF of January 27
issue

China welcomes
Chinese translation
of ‘Capitalism on a
Ventilator’

Solution to global
inequality is
socialism!

workers.org, along with a weekly PDF of
what would have been the printed
version. We are pleased to announce
that we have resumed printing and
mailing on a monthly basis, for now.
Subscribers should have received a
printed paper in September and
October. Print subscriptions will still be
extended in consideration of the
temporary suspension of printing and
the currently more limited print
schedule. We recommend that
subscribers with internet access get our
free email subscription and share our
articles with your contacts and on social
media.

— WW managing editors: John
Catalinotto, Martha Grevatt, Deirdre
Griswold, Monica Moorehead, Betsey
Piette and Minnie Bruce Pratt.
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