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Comrades for Net Neutrality

By JOHN FUND | February 26, 2015 6:00 PM
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FCC chairman Tom Wheeler (Alex Wong/Getty)

The powers behind the FCC's muscling of the Internet

oday’s vote by a bitterly divided Federal Communications Commission that the Internet

should be regulated as a public utility is the culmination of a decade-long battle by the Left.

Using money from George Soros and liberal foundations that totaled at least $196 million,
radical activists finally succeeded in ramming through “net neutrality,” or the idea that all data
should be transmitted equally over the Internet. The final push involved unprecedented political
pressure exerted by the Obama White House on FCC chairman Tom Wheeler, head of an ostensibly
independent regulatory body.

“Net neutrality’s goal is to empower the federal government to ration and apportion Internet
bandwidth as it sees fit, and to thereby control the Internet’s content,” says Phil Kerpen, an anti-net-

neutrality activist from the group American Commitment.

The courts have previously ruled the FCC’s efforts to impose “net neutrality” out of bounds, so the 3. The Senate Should
battle isn’t over. But for now, the FCC has granted itself enormous power to micromanage the Change Its Rules on

Impeachment
largely unrestrained Internet. JOHN YOO

Back in the 1990s, the Clinton administration teamed up with Internet pioneers to promote a
hands-off approach to the new industry and keep it free from discriminatory taxation. Many still
prefer that policy. Nicholas Negroponte, founder of the MIT Media Lab and the charity One Laptop
Per Child, says that net neutrality “doesn’t make sense” because “the truth is, not all bits [of data]

are created equal.”

Will Marshall, head of the Progressive Policy Institute (which was once a favorite think tank of

Clinton Democrats), issued a statement that net neutrality “endorses a backward-looking policy that
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But such voices have been drowned out by left-wing activists who want to manage the Internet to

achieve their political objectives. The most influential of these congregate around the deceptively
named Free Press, a liberal lobby co-founded in 2002 by Robert McChesney, a University of Illinois

communications professor.
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His goals have always been clear. “At the moment, the battle over network neutrality is not to
completely eliminate the telephone and cable companies,” he told the website SocialistProject in
2009. “But the ultimate goal is to get rid of the media capitalists in the phone and cable companies
and to divest them from control.” Earlier in 2000, he told the Marxist magazine Monthly Review:

“Our job is to make media reform part of our broader struggle for democracy, social justice, and,

CARTOONS
dare we say it, socialism.” When I interviewed him in 2010, he admitted he is a socialist and said he Cartoons of the Day: October 3,

2019

was “hesitant to say I'm not a Marxist.”

In essence, what McChesney and his followers want is an Unfree Press — a media world that
promotes their values. “To cast things in neo-Marxist terms that they could appreciate, they want to
take control of the information means of production,” says Adam Therier of the blog
TechLiberation.

WORLD
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Certainly McChesney seems blind to the dangers of media control on the left. In 2007, he co- P

authored a remarkable survey of the media under Hugo Chavez’s already clearly thuggish regime in
Venezuela: “Aggressive, unqualified political dissent is alive and well in the Venezuelan mainstream

media, in a manner few other democratic nations have ever known, including our own.”

Despite his astonishingly radical goals, McChesney’s Free Press group was able to leverage

foundation cash and academic “research” into an influential force behind net neutrality. Julius
Genachowski, President Obama'’s first FCC chairman, hired Free Press’s Jen Howard as his press ]“y:;::ding America

secretary. The FCC’s chief diversity officer, Mark Lloyd, has co-authored a Free Press report VORE IN PHOTOS
demanding regulation of political talk radio. The FCC’s National Broadband Plan cited research

from Free Press and other left-wing groups backing net neutrality more than 50 times.

The battle for control of the Internet isn’t over. Over two-thirds of the House and Senate
are on record as opposing FCC regulation of the Internet, and a new president could

change the policy overnight in 2017 even if the courts don’t block it.

But for now, the “media reform” movement led by McChesney and his allies can claim bragging

rights for their Saul Alinsky—style outflanking maneuver on Internet regulation. They financed the

NOW PLAYING 2027 > B A) HD
research behind the idea, installed their political allies in power, got the government to consider Don't Miss! - 10/3

them experts on the issues they cared deeply about, and finally ran roughshod over both Congress NEXT Photographer Snaps Pic of Young Giraffe Chee....
and an initially reluctant FCC chairman. Conservatives should study how the Left won on this issue

even as they acknowledge and fight the illegitimacy of many of the results. RECOMMENDED ARTICLES

JOHN FUND is National Review's national-affairs reporter. @johnfund
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Late Summer 2006: Hunter Biden and his uncle, James Biden,
purchase the hedge fund Paradigm Global Advisors. According to
an unnamed executive quoted in Politico in August, James Biden
declared to employees on his first day, “Don’t worry about
investors. We've got people all around the world who want to ...
Read More

us.

NRA 1, San Francisco Board of
Supervisors 0

8y JIM GERAGHTY

Remember last month when San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors
passed a resolution declaring the National Rifle Association a

AROUND THE WEB

Understanding the ‘Pop’ in
Populism
THE AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE

The Rise and Rise of Elizabeth
Warren
THE WEEK

Medicare-for-All Won’t Fix the
Broken Hospital System
THE AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE

Dive Boat Burns in California;
Dozens Dead
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

>
domestic terrorist organization and ordered city employees to JIMMY BUFFETT'S' o
“take every reasonable step to limit” business interactions with the 6
NRA and its supporters? The one that our David ... Read More J Sca ll
i ,torf‘l[a\/l v
ar ar'o Py
Set Your Mind >
On Island Time.

VIDEO
Five Cops Were Arrested in Relation to
Stormy Daniels’ Arrest

They're facing charges. Read More

OCTOBER 8-13
NATIONAL THEATRE




WHITE HOUSE
The Problem with Impeachment

8y RICH LOWRY

Impeachment is about to make everything worse. If our politics
seems overheated, our institutions beleaguered, and our public
debate degraded, just wait until we are in the midst of the
impeachment debate. Democrats have had an impeachment itch
that they’ve been desperate to scratch ever since Donald ... Read

More

WORLD
While Trump Congratulates Communist
China on Its 70th Anniversary, Senate
Republicans Condemn It

8y JOHN MCCORMACK

Seventy years ago today, Mao Zedong declared the People’s
Republic of China after his Communist forces had conquered most
of the mainland. A decade later, Mao’s Great Leap Forward killed
perhaps 45 million people. The Communist regime still denies its
people freedom of religion, freedom of speech, and has ... Read
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Girl Who Claimed Hair Was Cut in Racist
Attack Admits She Made It Up

8y ZACHARY EVANS

Asixth-grade girl who claimed her hair was cut by three fellow
students in a racist attack on her school playground has admitted
to making the story up, according to a statement from the
Immanuel Christian School in Springfield, Va. provided to the
Washington Post. The girl's family also issued a statement ... Read

More

WHITE HOUSE
The Ukraine Scandal Shows That the
Safeguards around Donald Trump Are
Breaking Down

8y DAVID FRENCH

Yesterday and again this morning, the president of the United
States tweeted that Representative Adam Schiff should be
questioned for “treason” and possibly arrested. He also
approvingly quoted an absurd statement from an increasingly
unhinged Trumpist pastor named Robert Jeffress that threatened a
“Civil ... Read More

POLITICS & POLICY
San Francisco Mayor Orders City
Officials Not to Interfere with NRA
Business

By ZACHARY EVANS

San Francisco mayor London Breed and City Attorney Dennis
Herrera have ruled that a City Council resolution declaring the
National Rifle Association a "terrorist organization" will have no
effect on the relationship between the NRA and the city
government. Early last month, the City Council unanimously
passed ... Read More
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Elizabeth Warren’s Native American
Problem Isn’t Going Away

8y MICHAEL BRENDAN DOUGHERTY

‘I have listened and | have learned,” said Elizabeth Warren at a
forum of Native American voters in lowa last month. “Like anyone
who’s being honest with themselves, | know that | have made
mistakes. | am sorry for the harm | have caused.” Did any reporter
ask her what harm, specifically, she’d ... Read More
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Jury Finds Former Dallas Cop Amber
Guyger Guilty of Murder in Mistaken-
Apartment Killing

sy TOBIAS HOONHOUT

Former Dallas police officer Amber Guyger was found guilty of
murder on Tuesday, The Dallas Morning News first reported.
https://twitter.com/cassandrajar/status/1179059653981954048?
$=20 The victim, Botham Jean, was killed in his own apartment by
Guyger on Sept. 6,2018. Jean’s family responded with ... Read More
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