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We are living in anxious, o�en frightening times. Earlier this month, the deaths of Philando Castile and Alton Sterling sparked a

new round of public protest against the toxic blend of racism, hypermasculinity, and state violence that has taken the lives of too

many black men and women and people of color in the US. At one protest in Dallas, a lone gunman killed �ve police o�cers—

Lorne Ahrens, Michael Krol, Michael J. Smith, Brent Thompson, and Patrick Zamarripa. We’ve seen reductive attempts to frame the

murders in Dallas as a confrontation between protesters and law enforcement, but that obscures the larger democratic principles at

play: The o�cers died while protecting the right to freedom of expression and peaceful protest, and are inexorably linked to

Philando Castile and Alton Sterling.

These events—added to so many others, including the fatal shootings of three police o�cers in Baton Rouge on Sunday morning—

have the potential to either deepen empathy and understanding among Americans or divide us even more sharply along lines of

race, ethnicity, and gender. That’s why now is the time to stand by and amplify movements rooted in love, compassion, and dignity

for all people. Now is the time to call for an end to state violence directed at communities of color. And now is the time to advocate

for investment in public services—including but not limited to police reform—together with education, health, and employment in

communities and for people that have historically had less opportunity and access to all those things.

These are the reasons we support the Movement for Black Lives.

New voices and leadership for a new civil rights movement

Led largely by young black women and men, black immigrants, and queer people of color, the Movement for Black Lives has forged

a new national conversation about the intractable legacy of racism, state violence, and state neglect of black communities in the

United States—a conversation grounded in those communities’ own experiences. The movement has been both reactive and

strategic, calling out injustice and inequality while at the same time o�ering a vision of a newer and brighter future, one where

government is accountable, and communities have the resources they need to thrive.

Shaped by a broad, sophisticated understanding of the interplay of multiple identities, race, and power in the US, the leaders of this

decentralized movement are nimble and networked. They bring de� strategic communications and advocacy skills to their work.

And they have an innate understanding of how technology can be a tool for social change. This leadership operates in relationship
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to more established and easily identi�able civil rights and social justice organizations, while transcending their boundaries.

In doing so, these new voices have managed to do what was once considered impossible: They have put a sustained spotlight on the

importance of black people’s lives.

What philanthropy can do—and learn

The Movement for Black Lives has created an opportunity for philanthropy to see and learn from new and dynamic forms of social

justice leadership and infrastructure. To support and fund this thriving movement, philanthropy itself has had to adapt.

Meanwhile, leaders have kept donors’ good intentions in check with candid reminders of how philanthropy can hurt a movement,

as well as how it can help. Listening and learning is central to Ford’s approach, as we strive to be a thoughtful, e�ective social justice

funder at this critical time.

By partnering with Borealis Philanthropy (http://www.borealisphilanthropy.org), Movement Strategy Center

(http://movementstrategy.org), and Benedict Consulting to found the Black-Led Movement Fund

(http://www.borealisphilanthropy.org/#!black-led-movement-fund/yepdg), Ford has made six-year investments in the organizations

and networks that compose the Movement for Black Lives. We also seek to complement the important work of philanthropic allies

such as the Hill-Snowden Foundation, Solidaire, the NoVo Foundation, the Association of Black Foundation Executives, the

Neighborhood Funders Group–Funders for Justice, Anonymous Donors, and many more. As we continue to engage with and learn

from the movement, we’re eager to deepen and expand this community of social justice funders. We want to nurture bold

experiments and help the movement build the solid infrastructure that will enable it to �ourish. As we do so, we believe it’s

essential that our funding not dictate or distort the work underway.

We’ll provide long-term support to the Movement for Black Lives, so that these visionary leaders and organizations can continue to

cultivate and maintain a movement of young black women and men who are pushing through established boundaries as they seek

to realize the promise of equality and justice for all. That is what democracy needs to function—and it’s what the Movement for

Black Lives is doing.
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Deborah Jones • 4 years ago

• Reply •

Hey guys, I have a great idea! Let's fund a terrorist group! Seriously,
Ford! What are you doing??!! Never buying Ford again! Way to support
an American hating, cop hating terrorist group!

 36△ ▽

FrZeile • 4 years ago

• Reply •

I am extremely disappointed by the position the foundation has taken.
By buying into the myth that the state sponsors violence aimed at
communities based on ethnic considerations, rather than dysfunction
(i.e., violent crime) the Ford Foundation enables racism, perpetuates
violence, and conceals the truth in favor of the politically correct
narrative. Many more Blacks are in danger of being killed by Blacks in
their neighborhoods than by police, as the statistics of legally gun-free
Chicago will show. You would save more Black lives if you would
crusade against gangs and drugs than against those who must protect
us. The Ford Foundation has lost my respect and my support.

 41△  ▽ 2

Bruce Harrison  • 4 years ago> FrZeile

 Recommend  8

Share ›

Share ›

http://www.borealisphilanthropy.org/
http://movementstrategy.org/
http://www.borealisphilanthropy.org/#!black-led-movement-fund/yepdg
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/by-topic/racial-justice/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/by-topic/human-rights/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/by-topic/criminal-justice-reform/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/by-topic/strategy-learning-and-philanthropy/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/fordfoundationblog/
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_nBSQA0GYGk/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/posts/why-black-lives-matter-to-philanthropy/#comment-2896067343
https://disqus.com/by/FrZeile/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/posts/why-black-lives-matter-to-philanthropy/#comment-2797950828
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_uCQUqc3V7R/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/posts/why-black-lives-matter-to-philanthropy/#comment-2868819446
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/posts/why-black-lives-matter-to-philanthropy/#comment-2797950828
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_nBSQA0GYGk/
https://disqus.com/by/FrZeile/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_uCQUqc3V7R/

