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ICYMI: Black Lives Matter Foundation, Inc.
Statement in Response to the First 2020
Democratic National Debate
September 10, 2019

Ahead of the third Democratic presidential primary debate on Thursday, September
12, we want to highlight our statement in response to the �rst debate.

Washington, DC — As the nation moves towards Election Day 2020, attention and
urgency around issues and policies that will impact Black Voters and the Black
community, in general, will intensify. The combination of poor legislation on such
issues as Criminal Justice Reform, Police Brutality, Voting Rights & Suppression,
along with continued efforts to block access to the ballot box, demonstrates the
battle�eld for democracy is an expanding one and will require a full understanding
of how these Presidential Candidates’ agenda and focus will impact us and our
communities.

After viewing two nights of the DNC Debates with 20 candidates, we are
becoming more aware of where the candidates currently stand on some issues,
and more aware of which issues need more attention to move our communities
and country forward.

“Regrettably, what we saw in the debates over the past few nights, falls in-line
with the low value and limited attention the Black voter historically receives in
elections.” Director of Strategic Partnerships, Kailee Scales said. “We saw
candidates barely scratched the surface on the issues and policies that are
systematically affecting the lives of Black people in the United States.”

“Traditionally, Black folks are the Democratic party’s most loyal constituency.
Since 1964, no Democratic presidential candidate has captured less than 80% of
our vote.” Co-Founder Patrisse Cullors said. “We recognize our power. We demand
that our vote is earned and the issues that matter most to our communities are
addressed in this presidential election.”

The past two nights were the �rst of many debates to come before the 2020
Presidential Elections. Black Lives Matter is committed to listening and learning
more about each of the candidates and where they stand on issues and policies
that matter to us. We are equally committed to holding each of the candidates
accountable for the issues that matter most in 2020.

About Black Lives Matter Foundation, Inc.
Founded in 2013 by Patrisse Cullors, Alicia Garza, and Opal Tometi in response to
the acquittal of Trayvon Martin’s murderer, Black Lives Matter Foundation, Inc. is a
chapter-based, member-led organization in the US, UK, and Canada, whose
mission is to build local power to intervene in violence in�icted on Black
communities by the state and vigilantes. We support the lives of the Black queer
and transgender communities, the disabled, the undocumented, those with
records, women, and all Black lives along the gender spectrum. By combating and
countering acts of violence, creating space for Black imagination and innovation,
and centering Black joy, we are winning immediate improvements in our lives.

For press inquiries, please contact Jordan Jackson,
Press@BlackLivesMatter.com.

LIKE IT?

Take Action
Join the Movement to �ght for Freedom, Liberation and
Justice by signing up for updates, supporting our work,
checking out our resources, following us on social media,
or wearing our dope, o�cial gear.

Join the Global Movement

Sign up here for updates on special launches,
network actions, programs, partnerships, and
more!
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Donate Today
We appreciate your support of the movement and our
ongoing �ght to end State-sanctioned violence, liberate
Black people, and end white supremacy forever.

DONATE

COVID-19 Help
Use the quick links to:

Add your name to the petitions.
Find resources with information on how to apply
and receive aid during this pandemic.
View the state and local coronavirus resource map.
Learn more about coronavirus prevention.

Help Us Fight Disinformation
We need to see what you see. Black Lives Matter is a
central target of disinformation and you are a key line of
defense. Report suspicious sites, stories, ads, social
accounts, and posts about BLM.

HELP US

Follow BLM
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mailto:press@blacklivesmatter.com
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/ms_blm_homepage_2019
https://blacklivesmatter.com/petitions/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/covid-19-resources/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/coronavirus-resource-map/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/coronavirus-prevention/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/help-us-fight-disinformation/
https://www.facebook.com/BlackLivesMatter/
https://twitter.com/blklivesmatter
https://www.instagram.com/blklivesmatter/
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BLACK LIVES MATTER

About BLM Chapters Contact Donate News Privacy Policy Resources Shop What Matters 2020
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Share It
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Shop BLM

SHOP ALL

O�cial 3 Stripe Streak Tee
Short Sleeve, Midweight, Crewneck
$25.00

O�cial Red Heart Hashtag Fitted Tee
Short Sleeve, Midweight, Crewneck
$25.00

https://blacklivesmatter.com/about/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/chapters/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/contact/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/ms_blm_homepage_2019
https://blacklivesmatter.com/news/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/privacy-policy/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/resources/
https://blacklivesmatter.shop.capthat.com/store/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/what-matters-2020/
https://www.facebook.com/BlackLivesMatter/
https://twitter.com/blklivesmatter
https://www.instagram.com/blklivesmatter/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fblacklivesmatter.com&quote=
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?source=https%3A%2F%2Fblacklivesmatter.com&text=:%20https%3A%2F%2Fblacklivesmatter.com&via=blklivesmatter
mailto:?subject=&body=:%20https%3A%2F%2Fblacklivesmatter.com
https://blacklivesmatter.shop.capthat.com/store/
https://blacklivesmatter.shop.capthat.com/product/5QCTBL003/black-blm-3-stripe-streak-tees-vertical
https://blacklivesmatter.shop.capthat.com/product/5QCTBL003/black-blm-3-stripe-streak-tees-vertical
https://blacklivesmatter.shop.capthat.com/product/5QCTBL011/official-red-heart-hashtag-fitted-tee
https://blacklivesmatter.shop.capthat.com/product/5QCTBL011/official-red-heart-hashtag-fitted-tee

